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PM urges UGC fo resolve staff crunch issue urgently

National Duniya ND 29-12-2013 P-14

M POST BUREAU of faculty and find innovative must ensure that inter-dis-
methods of resolving them; ciplinary research takes
- NEW DELHI: Taking cog- he stressed while delivering firm roots in the culture of
* nizance of the faculty crunch the key note speech. our universities. We must
impacting quality of higher As per statistics, the IITs reverse to today’s situation
~education in the country, alone face a faculty shortage where individual department
prime minister Manmohan of close to 32 per cent and largely operates as islands,
- Singh on Saturday said that almost all the central univer-  he said.
the UGC and other stake- sities in the country are con- The prime minister, who
“holders should urgently fronted with teaching staff himself headed the Com-
- consider the issue and find shortage. ' mission as an academician
innovative methods to The prime minister said in 1991, said though its con-
resolve it. that the university system tribution to higher education
. While addressing the dia- also needs to put much more  has been widely acknowl-
mond jubilee celebrations of emphasis on research and edged over the last 60 years,
the University Grand Com- more onenhanc- ‘the best is yet to come’
mission (UGC) Manmohan ing the number and qual- In the coming years,
. Singh said, ‘Premier insti- ity of doctoral programmes. he said, the country needs
* tutions of the country do ‘It is important to note that to increasingly focus on
" not figure among the best ers in higher education sec- inter-disciplinary perspec- employability along with
" in the world and that qual- tor to urgently consider the tives are the cornerstone of three other Es such as expan-
ity in general remains a huge issue of quality and shortage present day research. We sion, excellence and equity.
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Business Standard

B-schools to move SC against University Grants
Commission

At ameeting on Saturday, 100 B-schools, including XLEI Xavier School of Managem ent, Jamshedpur,
decided to approach the apex court

Kalpana Pathak | Mumbai December 28, 2013 Last Updated at 23: 28 I=T

Crwer 200 business schools tnay knock the doors of the Supreme Court
for alegal recourse against University Grants Comtnission’s (UGC)

a move to tale ower technical education.

‘ Atameeting on Saturday, 100 B-schools, including SF Jain Institute of
r Management; MDI, Gurgacn, Fore School of Management; Birla
-'< Institute of Management Technology, Noida;, 2XLEI Xavier School of
[ \ Management, Jam shedpur; and International Management Institute,
Dielhi; decided to approach the apex court. Cther B-schools would later

join them in the process.
The B-schools said they would try to get a stay order on the TGO move.

The devel opment 13 significant as the Indian Institutes of Management (IIz) would declare the Common
Admission Test (CAT) results on January 14.

The institutes offering post-graduate diploma in management (PGDM, including the s, use the CAT
score to grant admissions to over 15,000 students. After the results, these B-schools will have to begin the
process of group discussion and personal interviews.

“If this matter 15 not resolved by January, the admission process will be disturbed. Also, many B-schools
don’t know if they can add seats this vear, as the All-India Council for Technical Education (ATCTE) has not
opened 1ts portals to begin the approval process after a Supreme Court orderin April,” sard Hanwvansh
Chaturvedi, director at Birla Institute of Management Technology, Maida, and alternate president of the
Education Promotion Society of India (EPSI).

ATCTE 15 the country’ s technical education regulator and B-schools need its permission to expand or add
seats.

The B-schools said they would write to Human Eesource Development Mini ster I I Pallam Eaju next
week, asking him to solve the 1ssue. The ministry, say B-schools, could have avoided this situation by
bringing in an ordinance or ammending the ATCTE Act “But for its unwillingness, we have to go through all
this now,” satd Chaturvedi, adding the Supreme Court was the only option before B-school s 1f the ministry
did not resolve the matter.
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This April, the apex court had allowed private colleges to conduct Masters of Business Administration
(MBA) and Master of Computer Applications (MCA) programmes without AICTE’s permission. Following
the order, UGC takes over technical education, while AICTE is expected to play only an advisory role and
prescribe uniform standards of education for affiliated members of a university.

Early this month, UGC, in confirmation with the Supreme Court’s ruling, drafted guidelines for approval of
new courses, setting up of new technical institutions and closure of the old ones and all other regulatory step

“We may have to approach the court as we do not want to lose our autonomy and go under the university
system. Institutions granting PGDM cannot be handed over to UGC,” a director at a Delhi-based Institute
said, asking not to be named.

Under management education in India, there are two separate segments — masters and diploma. The master:
degree is awarded by universities or institutes affiliated to universities, while a diploma 1s awarded by
AICTE- recognised autonomous and independent institutes.

PGDM institutions do not fall under the state’s purview and need AICTE’s permission to run programmes
and expand.

B-schools, said given the state of public universities, which were unable to complete admissions or
examinations on time, they did not want themselves to be managed by UGC.

Besides, with UGC in the picture, B-schools say there will be tremendous amount of exploitation and
unstructured growth in technical education.

“Public universities are corrupt and inefficient. AICTE has brought in some transparency and reform in
technical education through ¢-governance. We don’t want all that work to go waste,” said the director of a
B-school from New Delhi.

On its website, UGC has made public the draft guidelines under the UGC (approval of colleges offering
technical education by universities) Regulations, 2013,

The guidelines imply a technical institute would need permission from the affiliating university and not
AICTE. It also lays down regulation for intake capacity of colleges, setting up of new institutions, adding
integrated programmes, dual programmes, ¢tc.

The UGC regulation lays down guidelines for all technical institutions offering courses in engineering and
technology, management, pharmacy, architecture, hotel management and catering technology.
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Chairs to be set up in varsities after Nobel
laureates

Press Trust of India | New Delhi Decemher 28, 2013 Last Updated at 17:00 I5T

The government today announced creation of chairs in the name of Nobel laureates 1n universities in the
country to inspare the younger generation excel in their area of worle

The chairs will be named after Eabindranath Tagore, C WV Eaman, Hargobind Ehorana, IMother Teresa, C
Chandrasekhar, Amartya Sen and ¥V Eamalcrishnan.

"The work done through these chairs in our universities will become a perpetual source of inspiration for the
vounger generation of scholars," HED Minister I I Pallam Eau said at the diamond jubilee celebration of
TGC here.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, present on the occasion, haled UG C's proposal to institute awards in the
natmne of JTawahat]l al Mehi for individual excellence in the areas of science, humanities and social sciences,

technology, fine arts and culture.

"Thope these awards will contribute towards promotion of high quality research," he said.



YEAR

OF THE
PERSON

No, you're not reading the
headline wrong. While
2013's POTY title had quite
a few contenders who, in
no small way, contributed
to making the year
interesting, the contest
came down to Narendra
Modi and Arvind Kejriwal.
Both dominated the
headlines as well as the
national consciousness,
but it was the aam aadmi
who walked away with the
title for changing the very
idea of what a politician
and a political party
should be

NARENDRA
MODI

THE NAME'S M

arendra Modi's brief, devoid of any trace

of modesty, for the BIPmedia team dur-

ing a sirategy session was simple

enough: Their sales pitch, he said,
should present him as a no-nonsense, busi-
ness-like leader.

The Gujarat chief minister is not known
to lack self-belief. But even keeping in mind
his audacious record, Modi has set himself
a tough taslk of powering BJP to a winning
position is the 2014 Lok Sabha poll.

To ensure that the BJP crosses a 180-seat
threshold and attracts regional allies, Modi
and his party must beat geographical and
political barriers and shake off an inertia
that has ar ipped the party at the central
level after it lost power in 2004,

He needs to convince skeptics that he is
not complicit in the 1,044 deaths officially
recorded in the 2002 riots and his emotive
expression of “grief” and “agony” 11 years
later is not a canny makeover.

The trial court’s rejection of aplea to reo-
peninvestigations against him in a riot case
spells huge relief for BJP's PM candidate. On
the back of the party’s thumping wins in ME,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, it setsthe stage
for his final charge.

Since his candidature was amm\mced on
SEplEthr 13, amid a futile revolt by LK Ad-
vani, the hype around Modi has cer tamlv
intensified, aided by his gamble of exten-
sively campaigning for the assembly
polls.

Suddenly. the man who was India's
least wanted seems to have lost muchof
his pariah status as diplomats and in-
dustrialists line up at his doorstep and
eager, responsive crowds throng his
rallies in thousan

Brushing aside the charge of
being historically incorrect in
his speeches, Modi has thrived
on being politically incorrect,
targeting Congress’s first fam-
ily with harbs.

Looking to fan public anger
OVer corruption scan-
dals, inflation and
slothful governance,
Modi is the outsid-
ereyeing a vulner-
able “Delhi Sul-
tanate”. Ending
second hlalstI in

T i

Avilit Ghosh | i

nacountry of 1.2 billion, choasmg?erson
of the Year can be as tough as getting
Manmohan Singh to smile. But when you
push Narendra Modioff the front pages
and primetime television, when you force
Rahul Gandhi into hyperactive mode on
the corruption issue, and when you shut
up rivals who called you “monsoon pests” and
“unelectable” by becoming chief minister after
starting a party only a year ago, itsactually a
no-contest.

But nothing stated above can really explain
the enormity of Arvind Kejriwal's impact over
thenational mindscape thesedays. Who would
have thought that the fate of Delhi's election
would be so closely followed by the rest of
India? It was, as if, everyone was awaiting the
outcome of amajor laboratory experiment that
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had the potential to alter everyone's fate.

To his fans, and the tribe is growing every
day, Kejriwal is the creator of anew matrix of
clean politics, without the traditional bagzage
of caste, community, religion and region. To
them, he is a radical minus the slogans;
someone who can battle and eliminate
corruption, and improve everyday lives. Even
his foes are realizing now that he is perhaps
more than a cocky peddler of impossible
dreams that they made him out to be; rather,
he 1s emblematic of an idea whose tume has
come. As sociologist Dipankar Gupta says,
“Kejriwal and his party have soughttoexorcise
the society from corruption and help the
disempowered exercise what they have been
disentitled from.”

Undeniably, the 45-year-old former IRS of-
ficer'spublic conduct hasaltered the very idea
of what a politician and a political party

T

should be. Ata time when red beacons typify
the vulgarity of power and when Z-security
is seenas astatus symbol, hehasrefused both.
The Aam Aadmi Party, which he leads, has set
benchmarks for participative democracy, mak-
ing common people feel valued. AAP volun-
teers have gone door to door asking people
what they wanted to be included in the mani-
festo. “Political parties deal in creating dis-
tances. Kejriwal has reduced distances be-
tween the politician and the people,” says
columnist Santosh Desai. When the tricky
question of forming a government with Con-
gress support cropped up, the mechanical
engineer from [T Kharagpur wanted the peo-

Fashionistas may frown at his (lack of)
sartorial sense, including the way he wraps
the muffler over his head, but it drives home
themessage, “T am one of you.” As Guptasays,
“He is being seen as a symbol of ordinary
middle-class India. His style, dress and
language are indicative of that. He has the
locks of the neighbourhood kid who can be
trusted.”

There is no tallc about changing the world;
only altering your life and yourneighbourhood.
His promises are straight: lower power bills,
free 700 litres of water and a Jan Lokpal Bill
tough enough to give sleepless nights to every
corrupt politician and official. Desaisays, °

ple to decide by posting their responsethrough dismantles abstract ideas into graspable
SMS, website, phone calls and jan actions. He doesn't deal with
sabhas. Who could have even Risk-taking arand visions, but specific issues
dreamt something like this would with a high degree of
ever happen? seems part commitment. Like a woodpecker,
His methods have been astonish- ~ Of his DNA. he J;Eeps chipping away at the
ingly inventive. Socialscientist Shiv - The story edifice.
Viswanathan says, “Right from the “There is no single furning
way hi T hameled cdres, used 9028 that point in Arvind's career,” siys
available financs and setup the cam- his father_ Sisodia. He took long leave from
paign, he has displayed creative ~ Wanted him IRS to work on Parivartan, an
mmagination.” Adds Desal, “Itsre-  to play it safe NGO he started in2000. Quitting
markable the way he has mobilized hy ap Dlvlng IRS, the Magsaysay Awarnd the
ordinary pecple to press for legisla- Jan Lokpal agitation, the
tiom, the way he has used traci. 07 2ll Tormation of AAP...these were
tional as well as sccial mediaand ~ €NQIN@ering all important landmarks. But he
the way he shiftedgearsfrom activ. ~ cOlleges but always had total clarity in
ism to electoral politics insuch a - he went whatever he did. “Many party
short period.” That's why Kejriwal only for lIT workers had doubts over the
and AAP are setting the terms of _— formation of AAP in 2012. But

the political debate and forcing
rivals to change their behaviour. When BJP
came out with posters with the catchline,
“Shasak nahi, sevak’ (servants, not rulers)
during the Delhi assem bly polls, it was evi-

dent that AAP effect was at work.
Risk-taking seems part of Kejriwal's
DNA. The story goes that his father want-
ed him to apply to all engineering col-
leges but he took the gamble of only ap-
plying to IFE When he decided to face off
with Sheila Dixit in the polls, everybody
thought he was taking a huge risk. Butin the
end, Kejriwal'sdaring paid off; he polled more
wotes than both Dixit and BJP's Vijender Gupta

together.

Senior AAP leader and long-time associate
Manish Sisodia, narrates an ineident which
ocewrred around 2000 to give an insight into
Kejriwal’s mind. “Those days we used to dis-
tribute pamphlets outside the office of Delhi
Jal Board. One day. DJB officials asked us to
move our table away from the main gate. Most
of us were willing to comply But Arvind stood
his ground. He just said, if we are not doing
anything wrong, why should we move else-
where? Ultimately, we won.”

Part of Kejriwal's appeal lies in his street-
fighting approach, direciness and “an anti-VIP
swagger” As a public speaker, the Hissar-born
Kejriwal has a relaxed, conversational style
though he holds no punches. At arecent award
ceremony, he was blunt enough to say, “The
Congress 1s our B team now and we will make
BJP our C team.”

Arvind was absolutely clear all
along. We have to do it and we must do it, he
said,” Sisodia reveals,

An eminent eivil society activist, who pre-
ferred not to be named, points out that while
Kejriwalis great at motivating party workers,
he isn't as adept at functioning with other
civilsociety groups and being part of alarger
team. “He has firm belief in his own methods
and style and sticks to them. It is good to be
stubborn but you should never stop listening
to others. Otherwise, it becomes my way or
highway kind of approach.” the activist says.

However, talking to ordinary people in
towns such as Ranchi, Guwahati, Lucknow,
Thiruvananthapuram and Jaipur, one getsthe
impression that most have immense faith in
Kejriwal's ability and sincerity Not everybody
though, believes he can deliver on his poll
promises under the circumstances. They see
him asa man who has “redefined politics” as
Sahir Hussain, a Guwahati lawyer: says, or “a
proponent of change” as MR Ajith of Thim
vananthapuram puts i

The Kejriwal narrative is still a work in
progress. Desai says, political commentators
and social scientists ave vet to fully comprehend
the phenomenon because they haven’t come
across anyone like him before. He's probably
right. After all, how many of us know of a
middle-aged diabetic who fasts 15 days in an
act of civil disobedience?

(With inputs from bureaus inn New Delhi,
Jaipu;, Lucknoir, Kochi, Ranchi, Guwahati)

n a year in which he smashed one ODI recard
after another, Virat Kohli made his most signifi-
cant statement in a Test match. As India braced
for the daunting task of going up against world

No South Africa in their backyard, Kohliwas asked

to bat at No 4 a slot previously occupied by a man

many consider the greatest cricketer of all time.

If that wasn't a bigenough challenge, Kohli also
had tocontend with the most hostile pace attack now
operating in cricket, on a pitch very different from
the batsman-friendly Indian tracks on which he had
just slaughtered an Australian attack rendered im-
potent by fielding restrictions in ODIs. Was he nerv-
ous? Far from it. He claims to have been “desperate™
to bat at No 4 following the retivement of Sachin
Tendulkar

Fiveriveting days later, Kohli had walked the talk
_ and how: He got his highest Test score so far — 119
— inthe first innings, and followed it up with 96 in
the next. He thus came within four runs of getting
two tons in a Test at No. 4, something no mdian has
ever managed - noteven Sachm. Andhedid it inhis
wvery first Test at a position in which many greats

game, had shown they have what it takes to compete
abroad - and a big reason for that is the emergence
of ViratKchli asa batsman for all seasons and con-
ditions.

In 2012, Kohli took giant strides towards fulfilling
his massive potential. Away from the glare of flash-
bulbs, he systematically worked on ironing out his
flaws. On the most public of stages —a crlc]netfield
with millions watching nowhere to hide - he
wisibly grew manifold, both as a cricketer and as a
person. At times, wesawhlm
tempering his instinctsand 7~
curbing his impetuosity.
‘When he reached his cen- 3 =
tury at Wanderers, it was
noticeable that he didn't
launch into his usual burst of
profanities; a new, wiser Kohli
seemms to be emenging.

There is a bit of Javed Miandad's
street-fighter in Kchli, a bit of Tendulkar's
grit and a bit of MS Dhoni’s penchant for the
perfect finish. Tipped as a future captain, Kohli

NO RUNS HS

havenever managed a century in theirentire career.  showed he is on the right track by enthusiastically A%
Fittingly, Kohli was adjudged man of a match  embracing responsibility This was, without adoubt, 1268  115%
that is already being dubbed the greatest draw in  Virat KohlP's year. Expect many more to follow. s 1 1 - 29 2 200 - - BLAL

the history of cricket. India, written off before the = Partha Bhaduri

1,86 119

tars more freedom in hedging against currency risks

Themeasured steps ushered in hope for Asia’s third-
largest economy, helping lift the gloom and deom.

The ease with which Rajan, 50, ssttled into the job
also demolished the eriticism that helacked administra.
tive experience and was an outsider to the system at the
central bank, used to civil servants as governors.

In nearly four months that he has been in office at
Mumbai's Mint street, where the central bank is head-
quartered, Rajan has earned several sobriquets from “The
Guw”, “Bond” to “Thailaivar” (The hoss). Some have
swooned over his good looks while others have been awe-

struck by his ‘beantiful mind.’

THE RISING

@ RAGHURAM RAJAN

GUV TO LUV

@ AAM AURAT

his wasn't just the year of the aam aadmi, the aam aurat had
plenty to say A young law intern took on a powerful retired

ark clouds had gathered over the once lofty Indian
economy earlier this year The rupee was falling,
inflation was skyrocketing, and nervous foreign
investors were pulling out meney from the stock
market. It was in these trying circumstances that Ra-
ghuram Rajan, the chief economic adviser in
the finance ministry, took over as the Zird \
Governor of the Reserve Bank of

Supreme Cmuuudge refusing to back down in the face of

skepticism. The clear-eyed arguments of a young Tehelka re-
porter raped in a lift allegedly by her boss were not shaken by in-
mmendo and conspiracy theories. In Mumbai, a young photo-jour-
nalist decided not to keep quiet about her gangrape even though
the trauma of reliving the incident caused her to
faint in court

the ship. Among the steps he has
taken are a comprehensive set of
guidelines to tackle the tharny is.
sueof bad loans, freeing branch
licensing for banls, setting up
panels to rework the mone-
tary policy framework, and y
priority sector loans for
banks. He hasalso hinted
at allowing foreign inves-

stormy. remain choppy and
winds could change. Neverthe-
less I think most people would
sleep more soundly knowing
Raghu ison the bridge,” Mon-
tek Singh Ahluwalia, deputy
chairman Planning
Commission, told TOI

— Surojit Gupta
and Mayur shetty

India, . | “He has done very well but Tillthe terrible rape of December 26 last year:

But the IMF-trained economist ~ \ he has to steer the monetary the ordinary Indian woman would put up with a
hit the ground running, rattling \4 \ and banking ship at a time lot before she protested. After all you have to pick
off a series of measures to steady N when waters though not your battles everyday and there were so mary of

thern. But today she will not tolerate the silly sexist
Joke, the passing grope, and definitely not rape. The
boys-will-be-boys line has never sounded so feeble.

“Women don't think it is their kismet to deal
with rubbish anymore and that applies to every
kind of woman.” says Kamla Bhasin of Jagori. She points out that
men have simply not awakened tothis heightened sense of self worth
in women. Thus the collective howl of outrage when Faroog Abdul-
lah said that he is now afraid to employ a woman secretary or when
indie rocker E"alasl‘llsan indulged in hk‘iU\E‘A‘ about women and beau-
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Times of India 12/30/2013 P-6
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Pol & Buss Daily ND 12/30/2013 P-3
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Hindu ND 12/30/2013 P-4 Hindustan Times ND 12/30/2013  P-5
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Rashtriya Sahara ND 12/30/2013 P-2
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Politics no longer a tahoo at IIT-Kgp, thanks to Kejri

ahml

2

SAUGAR SENGUPTAM KOLKATA  that you have life beyond the A from politically inclined families ~the gall to quit his job and take
machineries,’ says Ashis of Civil - Kejriwalji is preferred to keep things within  a plg:l:;e to change India”
dmiration for Arvind Engineering. m emselves “as everyone was so Meanwhile, AAP victory
jriwal is pouring in at his Another student Arnab g ng us the Way academic, so elitistand so career  in Delhi tended to pump up
alma mater [IT .The has decided to call it quits to to ush minded. If you talked politics Kolkata where scores of aam
zli)eerlxll“ Chief Minister has sud- what he calls * mrlj‘n -of-the-mill” er 'n a new you were contemptuously —aadmion Sunday responded to
y earned a new appellation  career. “I think engineerin ored as a lesser As  AAP’s membership drive.
who has taught the technical students’ choice lsg!not mg lnd'a Of Wh'ch we tﬁ?)u.gh you were an ant.” Ranjana Singh?a local AAP
minds to go social. choice,” he says insisting, WI" mma 7 Anand Reddy says how leader, said the saw several
Kejri, as he was commonly  “Arvind da has infected me and e “Kejriwalji is showing us the hundred people quening up to
known by his mechanical engi- many like me with a different DI'OUd c‘w way to usher in a new India of enrol as members at the party’s
in the mid-80s, has virus. We want to do some- ~— AnllTian  which we will become a proud membership camp at Metro
at once n back’ all those thing like him for the teeming citizen.” Channel at Esplanade.
career- eering stu-  millions. Now I feel ashamed of  feel ideological.ly one with the  Arvindji has shown all of us a The IITian who burst “The le are coming in
dents. At the campus politicsis even thinking of bein, soself- Delhi Chief Minister. i where we have to on withsome good asking questions,”
no more a pile of ‘manure, fitto  ish as to mind my own ess some of them still question the start. He has at least started. It friends, hopes, like Oxford or  she said the was
be evaded contemptuously. when the country burns” “lack of pb‘hm:m in depends howand whentheoth- Harvard one day IIT taking T10 and a bio-data
In fact with Kejriwal’s emer- The students got more Kejriwals ism which to ers take things over for a bifgr will be counted among the elite  to enrol them as members. “We
gence, the “ janta” emotional after a message break the system but accept the i ical restru ofthe  institutions giving Indiaits first hope the number to go up in
(read engineering  stu ents) devoted to the Kharagpur IIT  ideology on which it stands » Now well- witha Prime Minister. days and particularly if
have phosed posted on two Aam Aadmi since the Independence. plum 28-lakh- -plus job, Prasun On whether he was sound- Amn comes here,” she said.
from a clan ofsnootyelne into Party pages read “never “What he preaches is only mphnningtotryavﬂserwces ing too ambitious, the - The party’s Bengal unit is
a veritable Aam Aadmi of sorts.  underestimate the power of a patch work and does not Amit, another IITian, recalls  to-be asks: “Did anyone think of ~currently running an ad hoc
“Iam in two minds: Betweena common man. Congratstoall ~address the root cause of the ~how politics used to beataboo  Arvindji becoming a Chief committee and would soon
plum placement and a political the Kgp Janta.” anomaly” says Prasun, arecent  at the campus even a few years Minister even a few years ago? form a State committee, insid-
career. True Arvindji has shown Maybe all students do not  pass-out, adding “however, ago when even those who came Hats off to him because he had  ers said.
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Now, PCs that learn from m|stakes

New Tech Based On Our Nervous System Could Lead To Thinking Machines

John Markoff

the age when they are
Jable to learn  from
their own mistakes, a devel-
opment that 1= about to turn
the digital world on its head.
The first commercial ver-
sion of the new kind of com-
puter chip is scheduled to be
releasedin 2014, Motonly can
itautcmmate tasks that now re-
quire painstaking program-
ming — for example, moving
a robot’s arm smoothly and
efficiently — but it can also
gidestep and tolerate errors,
potentially malking the term
“comput m'm'n::lfnl]snlmn.
The approach, already in
use by some technology com-
panies, is hased anthe biolog-
1cal nervous systen, specifi-
cally on how neurons react to

( Tomputers have entered

INSPIRED DESIGM: Stanford University s

holds 2 biologica

cientist Kwabena Bozhen (R)
Ity inspired processor attached to 2 robotic arm

stimuliand connect with oth-
B nenrons o interpret nfor-
mation. It allows computers
to abzorb new information
whilecarrving out a task, and
adjust what they do based on

the changingsignals.

In coming years, the ap-
proach will make possible a
generation of artificial intel-
ligemee svstems that will per-
form functions that humans

do with ease: see, spealk, lis-

ten, navigate and control.

That can hold enormouscon-
sequencesfor taslks lile facial
andspeech recognition, navi-

gﬂlum and planning, which
are in elementary stages and
rely heavily on human pro-
gramming. Designers say the
computing stvlecanclear the
way for robots that can walk
and drive in the physical
world, though a thinking
computer, a staple of science
fiction, 1sstill far off.

“We're moving from engi-
neering computing systems
to something that has many
of the characteristics of bio-
logical computing,” said Lar-
rySmarr, whoheads the Cali-
fornia [nstitute fior
Telecommunications and In-
formation Technology.
ventional computers are lim-

Con-
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ited by what they have been
programimed to do, Comput-

ar vision systems, for exam-
ple, only “recognize” objects
that can be identified by the
statistics-oriented alao-
rithms programmed into
them. Analgorithm is a setof
step-by-step instructions to
performacaleulation.

Last year, Google was able
to get a machine-learning al-
gorithm, known as a neural
networlk, to perform an iden-
tification task without super-
vision. In June, the company
said it hadused those neural
network techniques to devel-
op a new search service to
help customers find specific
photos more  accurately
Thesenew approaches are be-
ingdriven by theexplosion of
scientific knowledge about
thebrain. v mewsseavice
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A device that allows scientists
to operate on living cells

London: Scientists have de-
veloped a deviee that can
take a “biopsy” of a living
cell, sampling minute wol-
umesof its contents without
killing it. The tool, called a
nanobiopsy, uses a robotic
glass nanopipette to pierce
the cell membrane and ex-
tract a volume of around 50
femtolitres, around 1% of
the cell’s contents.

It will allow scientists to
take samples repeatedly, to
study the progression of dis-
ease at a molecular level in
an individual cell. It can be

used to deliver material into
cells, opening up ways to re-
programmediseased cells.
“Thiz iz like doing sur-
ery on  individual eells,"
said Dr Paolo Actis from the
departinent of medicine at

SMALL WONDER

Imperial College London,
who developed the technolo-
oy withcolleaguesat thelUni-
versity of California, Santa
Cruz. “This technology will
be extremely useful for re-
search in many areas. You

could use it to dynamically
study how cancer cells are
different from healthy cells,
or lool at how brain cells are
affected by Alzheimer's dis-
ease, The possibilities are
immense,” Actissaid.

To get inside the cell, the
nanopipette 12 plunged
downwards about one mi-
crometre to pierce the cell
membrane. Applyving a volt-
age acroz=s the tip malkes
fluid flow into the pipette.
When the pipette is removed
from the cell, the membrane
remains intact. ssewoes
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College heads unhappy with UGC rules

Staff Reporter

The draft regulations on approval of colleges offering technical courses has unreasonable conditions, the educationists said

Heads of deemed and private universities, under the banner of the Education Promotion Society for India (EPSI),
condemned the new regulations issued by the University Grants Commission (UGC) recently concerning engineering
colleges. In May this year, after a Supreme Court order rendered AICTE (the regulatory body that governed all
technical institutes) defunct, UGC was given charge of all technical institutions in the country.

The new regulatory body recently issued a draft regarding approval of colleges offering technical education and has
sought feedback from vice-chancellors. The feedback is to be submitted by the end of this month.

“Universities and colleges were not consulted by UGC when it was framing the draft. No action was taken over the last
seven months and suddenly, there is a lot of haste,” said G. Viswanathan, President, EPSI, at a meeting here on Friday.
The new regulations included some unreasonable conditions, said members of the group. “For instance, they say they
will close the institute or course if the library has fewer books than recommended or inadequate facilities,” said Dr.
Viswanathan.

He said institutes with poor facilities will anyway not be able to face co mpetition and fade away, and that the
government should intervene to improvise quality education, not burden it with regulations. “There are many
government institutes and even II'Ts with no facilities. Why are there no rules to regulate them,” he asked.

Educational institutions that have been running for more than 10 years should be granted autonomy, and not subjected
to the mandatory vearly reviews. “For each committee that comes to review the courses, an institute spends over Rs. 5
lakh,” Dr. Viswanathan said. More accreditation bodies than regulatory bodies would do good as parents and students
can choose the institute depending on professional reviews, he added.

A. Gnanam, former vice-chancellor, University of Madras, said educational institutions were suffering from
over-regulation and under-funding. “Even to close a course, an institute has to pay at least Rs. 1 lakh,” he pointed out

Keywords: University Grants Commission, UGC, Education Promotion Society for India, technical
education, educational institutions

Printable version | Dec 30, 2013 11:18:07 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/college-heads-
unhappy-with-uge-rules/articless12900.ece
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Innovation need of the hour to bridge rural-urban divide, says IIT Director

Staff Reporter

HT Hyderabad Director Uday B. Desai at the 3rd Convocation Frocession at kL. University on Saturday. PHOT O W RAJU The Hinds
UdayB. Desal, director of IT Hyderabad, participated as the chief guest in the third convocation of the K. L. University (KLU} in
Vjayawada

India is in need of innovations that will bridge the rural-urban divide and the country offers tremendous scope to
harness the power of technology. For the talented, there can be no better place than India to innovate as it has many
opportunities in the form of challenges to be tackled.

Power generation, storage and distribution, water harnessing, affordable desalination for overcoming the problem of
drinking water shortage and vaccines for diseases are just a few areas having immense potential for innovations, said
Uday B. Desai, Director of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Hyderabad.

3ard eonvocation of KLU

Participating as the chief guest in the third convocation of the K L. University (KLU) here on Saturday, Mr. Desai said a
lot of work has been done on innovations required for bridging the gap between rural and urban areas but much more
remained to be done for making the desired headway.

Emphasis should be on providing the same amenities available in urban India in the rural areas also for improving the
standards of living,

As the former President A P..J. Abdul Kalam had envisaged, the focus should be on innovations that would accomplish
Provision of Urban Amenities in Rural Areas (PURA).

Mr. Desai went on to stress the need for students passing out of colleges and universities to become contributors to
innovations rather than be mere consumers of the advances taking place rapidly.

Vehicle for change
He asserted that technological entrepreneurship would be the vehicle for social change and innovators should play
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their role as the agents of that change.

Later, Mr. Desai was conferred honorary doctorate by KLU Chancellor G.L. Datta in recognition of his achievements in
different capacities in varied fields and original degrees presented to more than 1,000 B.Tech, M.Tech and MBA
students by the dignitaries.

Varsity Vice-Chancellor R. Sreehari Rao presented the Convocation Report at the function.

Koneru Lakshmaiah Education Foundation president Koneru Satyanarayana, KLU Registrar N. Rangaiah and others
were present on the occasion.

Keywords: K.I.. University Vijayawada, KLU convocation, Uday B. Desai, director of IIT Hvderabad

Printable version | Dec 30, 2013 11:19:09 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/innovation-
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BU is most googled

i

the trending charts.

Banguoalore Universily topped the list of the most searched educational university.

Any publicity is good publicity and Bangalore University (BU) has emerged as the top-searched place as well as
educational institution in 2013 as Google India announced its annual *Year-end Zeitgeist’.

While nationally, searches for Bollywood hits and the Indian Premier League topped the trending charts, Bangalore
‘googled’ Bangalore University the most, followed by Annamalai University, Sathyam Cinemas, Mysore University,
Sikkim Manipal University, Ags Cinemas, Cinepolis Bangalore and Fun Cinemas. BU managed to pip the city’s love for
cinema to top the list.

Not surprisingly, BU also topped the list of top searched educational universities and was ahead of Calicut University,
Anna University, Christ University, Manipal University, Kuvempu University and Kerala University.

Delighted

Expressing ‘delight’ about being the top searched varsity, BU Vice-Chancellor B. Thimme Gowda said often, BU’s “bad
aspects are highlighted and good aspects are masked.”

“We want to make our courses more on par with global standards. We are more strategically located compared to say
the University of Mysore as we are situated in the capital. It's only the infrastructure needs improvement as our faculty
is much better than in most universities. We are also planning to restructure our undergraduate courses. We hope that
the student population becomes more multi-lingual and multi-cultural and even multinational,” Prof. Gowda added.

However, Bangalore University failed to get a mention in the national trends as far as top searched universities went.
Ounly Visvesvaraya Technological University (VIU) — Belgaum made it to the list.

Here, the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNQU} led the scoreboard, followed by Annamalai University,
University of Rajasthan, Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University — Hyderabad, Gujarat Technical University, Delhi
University, VTU, M D University — Rohtak, Mumbai University, Chaudhary Charan Singh University (formerly Meerut
University}, Calicut University, Banaras Hindu University and Pune University.

As for entrance exams, not a single exam conducted by or in the State was on the list.

The Staff Selection Commission exam was the most-searched, followed by the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection
(IBPS} exam, Union Public Service Commission (UPSC}), Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering (GATE), University
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Grants Commission National Eligibility Test (UGC-NET), Uttar Pradesh Teacher Eligibility Test and Indian Institute of
Technology Joint Entrance Examination (IIT-JEE).

National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) and Common Management Admission Test (CMAT) were also among
the list.

Printable version | Dec 30, 2013 11:18:43 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-educationplus
/bu-is-most-googled farticle5516003.ece

© The Hindu

I T-Bombay plans new hostels for growing student population

TNN | Dec 30, 2013, 03.31 AM IST

MUMBAI: To accommodate the expanding student capacity, lIT-Bombay plans to build hostels and residential facilities
for undergraduate, married and post-doctoral students. IIT-B will also soon set up a National Centre for Mathematics
with Tata Institute of Fundamental Research.

These announcements were made during the annual Alumni Day on Sunday, when the class of 1988 also celebrated its
silver jubilee reunionthis year, as a part of the function. "Today, IIT-B is the preferred destination for IIT-JEE toppers. The
student strength at the institute has grown over the years; we now have about 3,700 undergraduate, 2,800 masters and
2,300 PhD students," said Devang Khakhar, director, IIT-B. "The work to establish a technology park at [IT-B will
commence early next year."

As part of the legacy project, the alumni have pledged a sum of Rs 2 crore towards three existing initiatives. They include
the retired faculty wellness fund, which includes medical coverage for faculty members who retired prior to 2003 and
their spouses; financial aid for needy students, which gives unsecured loans for needy students at low interest rates for
tuition and hostel and mess expenses, and to buy a laptop, travel for conferences etc; young faculty award or new
faculty sign-on bonuses and faculty development fund , all instituted to attract and support new faculty members at IIT-
B. The project gives a joining bonus of Rs 4 lakh over a period of three years to new faculty hired at IIT-B and financial aid
in the subsequent years.

Kiran Shesh, a representative of the silver jubilee batch, said, "We felt that it is important to support the retired faculty
members, who have played a great role in shaping many careers, as well as to attract talented young minds to take up
teaching at lIT-B. Hence, we have decided to contribute towards the existing projects that are supporting the same goal.
Also, given the fact that the cost of education and living has increased substantially, we would like to offer more
financial aid to the deserving and needy students at IIT Bombay."

This year, the distinguished service awards were bestowed on six alumni-Dhananjay Saheba, Sameer Katdare, Ruyintan E
Mehta, Ajay Bhagwat, Amol A. Gokhale and Paresh Vora-who have besides being achievers in their chosen domains have
contributed to the progress of the institute. The award, instituted in the year 1999, consists of a certificate, memento
and an Uttaria. This year, the award was conferred on Dhananjay Saheba, Sameer Katdare, Ruyintan E Mehta, Ajay
Bhagwat, Amol A. Gokhale and Paresh Vora.

Interview: Bharat Ratna winner CNR Rao talks about science
In India and his immediate interest, artificial photosynthesis

Sunday, Dec 29, 2013, 8:01 IST | Agency: DNA
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While India is doing well in scientific research “others are doing better and more”, says Dr Chintamani Nagesa
Ramachandra Rao, better known as CNR Rao or simply Dr Science, who has just been honoured with the
country’s highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna. The 79-year-old scientist, who is known for his work in
solid state and structural chemistry and heads the Scientific Advisory Council to the prime minister, hopes that
industry will also support science in the years to come. Vishal Manve caught up with the visionary who wants
to see India technologically at par with the West.

Excerpts:

You have been honoured with the Bharat Ratna. How does it feel to receive India’s highest civilian
honour?

I am most grateful that my country has considered me worthy of receiving the Bharat Ratna award. | am really
overwhelmed with this honour.

What is your advice to young scientists and enthusiasts who want to research and establish a career in
science and technology?

Those who are interested in science should not give up whatever comes in the way. Determination to succeed is
essential if one has to pursue science in India. Perseverance and doggedness are essential qualities. | believe that
there are great opportunities for young people in science and technology.

You are known to have nurtured many students and taken scientific institutions to new heights. What is
your biggest goal in life?

A large number of students have obtained PhD degrees and post-doctoral training with me and it has been a
pleasure to work with these young people. My only hope is that | can do even better in the next few years since
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there is no limit to excellence. Furthermore, 1 would like India to be a global leader in science.

What are India’s biggest achievements in the field of chemical engineering? What does the future hold
for research and scientific innovations in this field?

Of the various science subjects, chemistry seems to have done well. My recent experience with nano science
and technology has shown that whenever we do targeted funding and provide the right facilities to institutions
and individuals, it will be possible to get good results. In nano science, we were doing very little ten years ago.
Today, | believe that India is ranked third or fourth in the world. What is also interesting is that of all the
industrial ventures, chemical and pharmaceutical industries have done well in India by supporting research and
development. | feel basic science is getting its due now.

I heard about the award when | was at the Thiruvananthapuram airport in Kerala. | spoke to the prime minister
(Manmohan Singh) and thanked him for the honour.

You have worked on two dimensional oxides, nano-metals and graphene and were quoted as saying that
these would keep you busy for next few years. What is your take on the way the Indian scientific scenario
IS progressing?

Our scientists have to pick the right problems — which will have an impact on the science concerned and get
noticed in the world. This is something that all of us have to learn so that India makes a greater impact. In
graphene and many other contemporary areas of importance, there are very few people working in India.
Graphene and carbon nano-tubes are considered to be top areas of world science today, but not so in India.

There is lot of research and achievement... and India has always been well known in this field. Do you
think if the government focuses more on science and research there are chances of India becoming a
pioneer in this field?

Some of the research done in India has been recognised, but we have to do much more. While we may be doing
well, others are doing better. We have to be able to compete with our neighbouring countries, and this is not an
easy thing to do.

Tell us a bit about graphene and the artificial photosynthesis method that you are working on?

As you know, graphene is a thin layered material which is only one atom thick. This material has created a big
sensation. | am working nowadays not only on graphene but also on graphene mimics which involve graphene-
like materials produced of other layered inorganic materials. Since | started working in this area in the last four-
five years, there is a great boom. Artificial photosynthesis is another area of immediate interest to me because
this is one way of producing hydrogen. If we can do in the laboratory what plants do so easily, it will be
fantastic.

You are in the prime minister’s scientific advisory council. Do you think scientists need more resources
for research to achieve an impetus and breakthrough?

The Science Advisory Council to the prime minister has done many useful things and it can do many more. It is
not only the government that has to support science. | hope that in the years to come, industry will also support
science. Although there is a peculiar negative atmosphere everywhere, | must point out that in the last eight-
nine years, a number of good things have happened in areas related to science. This includes increased funding,
greater support to scientists, creation of new institutions and so on.

What is your routine for the day? What kind of lifestyle do you believe in?

My routine for the day is to get up early in the morning at 4.30am, do some exercise and then think about my
work. Afterwards, I listen to some music and have coffee with my wife at around 6 in the morning. | then get
ready to go to work.

What does science mean to you? At what age did you realise you wanted to get into this field and how has
been the experience been so far?
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| considered seriously about becoming a scientist when | was about 17 years, (when | just completed my
bachelor’s degree). This feeling got confirmed by the time I finished my master’s degree in Varanasi. By that
time, a famous book of Linus Pauling on the nature of the chemical bond had really ignited my interest in
chemistry.

NASA's laser Moon mission to boost space
communication

PTI Dec 29, 2013, 12.31PM IST

(The possibility of expanding...)

WASHINGTON: NASA has completed its 30-day lunar laser mission which confirmed that the possibility of
expanding broadband capabilities in space using laser communications is as bright as expected.

Hosted aboard the Lunar Atmosphere and Dust Environment Explorer (LADEE), for its ride to lunar orbit, the
Lunar Laser Communication Demonstration (LLCD) mission was designed to confirm laser communication
capabilities from a distance of almost a quarter-of-a-million miles, NASA said.

The Telegraph

UGC and Ignou in PhD tussle

BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY

New Delhi, Dec. 29: A four-year tussle between the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the Indira
Gandhi National Open University (Ignou) over research degrees in distance mode appears to have intensified.

The trigger is a UGC draft regulation brought out last week that allows research degrees through
correspondence, but only with prior permission of the higher education regulator. Ignou, the premier university
in distance education, has challenged the norm.

Ignou vice-chancellor M. Aslam said the varsity had powers to devise any course in distance mode and would
never seek permission from the UGC to offer research programmes such as MPhils and PhDs.

He stressed that Ignou had been set up through an act of Parliament. “I have no reason to seek permission from
the UGC to offer research degrees unless Parliament amends or repeals the Ignou Act,” Aslam said.
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Both have been at loggerheads on the issue since 2009 when the UGC set rules barring research courses through
correspondence. The UGC argued that such courses were of poor quality.

But Ignou, which has been offering PhD programmes for over 10 years, objected to the rules, sources said.

This year, the Union HRD ministry amended rules and entrusted the responsibility of regulating distance
education to the UGC, after which the regulator issued the draft rules last week.

But Aslam suggested the Ignou courses would continue. “We will continue our courses in distance mode
without seeking permission.”

UGC chairperson Ved Prakash declined comment. But a senior UGC official said: “I do not know whether
Ignou can defy the UGC, which is mandated to regulate higher education.” Nearly 8,000 students are enrolled in
MPhil and PhD courses in distant mode in universities across the country.



Page 32 of 34

IIT-M students kick off ‘computer literacy for all’

DC | N. Arun Kumar | 29th Dec 2013
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Chennai: With the objective to give back to society, students from the Indian Institute of
Technology, (IIT) Madras have started a social initiative, “computer literacy for all,” where stude-

nts will salvage old computers given by residents of the institute and donate it to government
schools.

The students’ initiative is part of Shaastra, |IT-M’s annual tech festival which receives a footfall of
over 20,000 people around the country. “This year’'s Shaastra computer literacy for all, aims to
strengthen computer infrastructure of institutions that serve the needy by salvaging old
computers donated by residents of the institute, also simultaneously effecting a reduction in the
amount of e-waste generated by |IT-Madras,” Gayathri Meka, public relations and media team,
Shaastra 2014 said.

Pointing out that NSS volunteers at || T-M would provide teaching support in association with an
NGO, Ms Meka said that this year they would donate computers to Dr PV. Rao High School at
Raja Annamalaipuram in the city.
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The four-day Shaastra begins on January 4, 2014, with the theme “Breaking Boundaries”. In
addition to mainstream crowd pullers like airshow, robowars, symposium and hackfest, this
year's Shaastra will host the pan IIT research expo, a path-breaking platform to showcase
research being done across all lITs.

Envisage, the student organised techo-entertainment show returns this Shaastra, bigger and
better than last year.

In addition to the stringless instruments showcased last year, many audio-visual treats await the
audience. A total of 17 eminent speakers from India and abroad are expected to deliver lectures
during the four-day showcase event of lIT-Madras.
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II'T-B alumni pledge
2 cr for teachers,
needy students

HT Correspondent
= htmetro®hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Celebrating its silver
jubilee reunion, the batch of
1988 of The Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay, decided to
fund three existing initiatives as
a part of their Legacy Project
and pledged Rs2 crore towards it,

A Legacy Project is a project
adopted by the batch celebrating
its Silver Jubilee, for the better-
ment of the institute and of the
people associated with it. Itisa
way of giving back to the alma
mater and to leave behind a last-
Ing legacy and remembrance of
their reunion.

The reunion was a part of
the institutes’ annual alumni
day. The projects the alumni
have decided to fund include a
retired faculty wellness fund,
which covers medical coverage
for the faculty members who
retired prior to 2003, as well as
for their spouses.

There is financial aid pro-
gramme for students, which
provides unsecured loan pro-
gram for needy students at low
interest rates (to be repaid after
graduation) and Young faculty
award to attract and support new
faculty members at 1IT-B.

The project gives a joining
bonus of Rs4 lakh over a peri-
od of three years to every new
faculty hired at II'T Bombay and
some financial aid in the subse-
quent vears as well.

GIVING BACK

® Projects which the alumni
will fund include a retired
faculty wellness fund,
which covers medical cov-
erage for the faculty
members who retired
prior to 2003, and their
Spouses

® An ald programme pro-
vides unsecured loan to
financially weak students
at low interast rates

® The young facuity award
preject gives a joining
bonus of Rs4 lakh over a
period of three years to
every new faculty hired at
IIT Bombay.

“We felt that it is important to
support the retired faculty mem-
bers, who have played a great
role in shaping many careers, as
well as to attract talented young
minds to take up teaching at II'T
Bombay. Hence, we have decided
to contribute towards the exist-
ing projects that are supporting
the same goal. Also, given the
fact that the cost of educa-
tion and living has increased
substantially, we would like to
offer more financial aid to the
deserving and needy students at
IIT Bombay,” said Kiran Shesh,
a representative of the Silver
Jubilee Batch.
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