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IIT-Bombay plans new hostels for growing student population 

TNN | Dec 30, 2013, 03.31 AM IST 

MUMBAI: To accommodate the expanding student capacity, IIT-Bombay plans to build hostels and residential facilities 
for undergraduate, married and post-doctoral students. IIT-B will also soon set up a National Centre for Mathematics 
with Tata Institute of Fundamental Research. 
 
These announcements were made during the annual Alumni Day on Sunday, when the class of 1988 also celebrated its 
silver jubilee reunionthis year, as a part of the function. "Today, IIT-B is the preferred destination for IIT-JEE toppers. The 
student strength at the institute has grown over the years; we now have about 3,700 undergraduate, 2,800 masters and 
2,300 PhD students," said Devang Khakhar, director, IIT-B. "The work to establish a technology park at IIT-B will 
commence early next year." 
 
As part of the legacy project, the alumni have pledged a sum of Rs 2 crore towards three existing initiatives. They include 
the retired faculty wellness fund, which includes medical coverage for faculty members who retired prior to 2003 and 
their spouses; financial aid for needy students, which gives unsecured loans for needy students at low interest rates for 
tuition and hostel and mess expenses, and to buy a laptop, travel for conferences etc; young faculty award or new 
faculty sign-on bonuses and faculty development fund , all instituted to attract and support new faculty members at IIT-
B. The project gives a joining bonus of Rs 4 lakh over a period of three years to new faculty hired at IIT-B and financial aid 
in the subsequent years. 
 
Kiran Shesh, a representative of the silver jubilee batch, said, "We felt that it is important to support the retired faculty 
members, who have played a great role in shaping many careers, as well as to attract talented young minds to take up 
teaching at IIT-B. Hence, we have decided to contribute towards the existing projects that are supporting the same goal. 
Also, given the fact that the cost of education and living has increased substantially, we would like to offer more 
financial aid to the deserving and needy students at IIT Bombay." 
 
This year, the distinguished service awards were bestowed on six alumni-Dhananjay Saheba, Sameer Katdare, Ruyintan E 
Mehta, Ajay Bhagwat, Amol A. Gokhale and Paresh Vora-who have besides being achievers in their chosen domains have 
contributed to the progress of the institute. The award, instituted in the year 1999, consists of a certificate, memento 
and an Uttaria. This year, the award was conferred on Dhananjay Saheba, Sameer Katdare, Ruyintan E Mehta, Ajay 
Bhagwat, Amol A. Gokhale and Paresh Vora. 

Interview: Bharat Ratna winner CNR Rao talks about science 

in India and his immediate interest, artificial photosynthesis 

Sunday, Dec 29, 2013, 8:01 IST | Agency: DNA 

   

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/student-capacity
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/IIT-Bombay
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/National-Centre-for-Mathematics
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Tata-Institute-of-Fundamental-Research
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While India is doing well in scientific research “others are doing better and more”, says Dr Chintamani Nagesa 

Ramachandra Rao, better known as CNR Rao or simply Dr Science, who has just been honoured with the 

country’s highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna. The 79-year-old scientist, who is known for his work in 

solid state and structural chemistry and heads the Scientific Advisory Council to the prime minister, hopes that 

industry will also support science in the years to come. Vishal Manve caught up with the visionary who wants 

to see India technologically at par with the West. 

Excerpts: 

 

You have been honoured with the Bharat Ratna. How does it feel to receive India’s highest civilian 

honour? 
I am most grateful that my country has considered me worthy of receiving the Bharat Ratna award. I am really 

overwhelmed with this honour. 

 

What is your advice to young scientists and enthusiasts who want to research and establish a career in 

science and technology? 
Those who are interested in science should not give up whatever comes in the way. Determination to succeed is 

essential if one has to pursue science in India. Perseverance and doggedness are essential qualities. I believe that 

there are great opportunities for young people in science and technology. 

 

You are known to have nurtured many students and taken scientific institutions to new heights. What is 

your biggest goal in life?  
A large number of students have obtained PhD degrees and post-doctoral training with me and it has been a 

pleasure to work with these young people. My only hope is that I can do even better in the next few years since 
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there is no limit to excellence. Furthermore, I would like India to be a global leader in science. 

 

What are India’s biggest achievements in the field of chemical engineering? What does the future hold 

for research and scientific innovations in this field?  
Of the various science subjects, chemistry seems to have done well. My recent experience with nano science 

and technology has shown that whenever we do targeted funding and provide the right facilities to institutions 

and individuals, it will be possible to get good results. In nano science, we were doing very little ten years ago. 

Today, I believe that India is ranked third or fourth  in the world. What is also interesting is that of all the 

industrial ventures, chemical and pharmaceutical industries have done well in India by supporting research and 

development. I feel basic science is getting its due now. 

 

I heard about the award when I was at the Thiruvananthapuram airport in Kerala. I spoke to the prime minister 

(Manmohan Singh) and thanked him for the honour.  

 

You have worked on two dimensional oxides, nano-metals and graphene and were quoted as saying that 

these would keep you busy for next few years. What is your take on the way the Indian scientific scenario 

is progressing?  
Our scientists have to pick the right problems — which will have an impact on the science concerned and get 

noticed in the world. This is something that all of us have to learn so that India makes a greater impact. In 

graphene and many other contemporary areas of importance, there are very few people working in India. 

Graphene and carbon nano-tubes are considered to be top areas of world science today, but not so in India. 

 

There is lot of research and achievement… and India has always been well known in this field. Do you 

think if the government focuses more on science and research there are chances of India becoming a 

pioneer in this field?  
Some of the research done in India has been recognised, but we have to do much more. While we may be doing 

well, others are doing better. We have to be able to compete with our neighbouring countries, and this is not an 

easy thing to do. 

 

Tell us a bit about graphene and the artificial photosynthesis method that you are working on?  
As you know, graphene is a thin layered material which is only one atom thick. This material has created a big 

sensation. I am working nowadays not only on graphene but also on graphene mimics which involve graphene-

like materials produced of other layered inorganic materials. Since I started working in this area in the last four-

five years, there is a great boom. Artificial photosynthesis is another area of immediate interest to me because 

this is one way of producing hydrogen. If we can do in the laboratory what plants do so easily, it will be 

fantastic. 

 

You are in the prime minister’s scientific advisory council. Do you think scientists need more resources 

for research to achieve an impetus and breakthrough?  
The Science Advisory Council to the prime minister has done many useful things and it can do many more. It is 

not only the government that has to support science. I hope that in the years to come, industry will also support 

science. Although there is a peculiar negative atmosphere everywhere, I must point out that in the last eight-

nine years, a number of good things have happened in areas related to science. This includes increased funding, 

greater support to scientists, creation of new institutions and so on. 

 

What is your routine for the day? What kind of lifestyle do you believe in?  
My routine for the day is to get up early in the morning at 4.30am, do some exercise and then think about my 

work. Afterwards, I listen to some music and have coffee with my wife at around 6 in the morning. I then get 

ready to go to work. 

 

What does science mean to you? At what age did you realise you wanted to get into this field and how has 

been the experience been so far?  
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I considered seriously about becoming a scientist when I was about 17 years, (when I just completed my 

bachelor’s degree). This feeling got confirmed by the time I finished my master’s degree in Varanasi. By that 

time, a famous book of Linus Pauling on the nature of the chemical bond had really ignited my interest in 

chemistry. 

NASA's laser Moon mission to boost space 

communication 

PTI Dec 29, 2013, 12.31PM IST 

  

(The possibility of expanding…) 

WASHINGTON: NASA has completed its 30-day lunar laser mission which confirmed that the possibility of 

expanding broadband capabilities in space using laser communications is as bright as expected. 

Hosted aboard the Lunar Atmosphere and Dust Environment Explorer (LADEE), for its ride to lunar orbit, the 

Lunar Laser Communication Demonstration (LLCD) mission was designed to confirm laser communication 

capabilities from a distance of almost a quarter-of-a-million miles, NASA said. 

The Telegraph 

UGC and Ignou in PhD tussle  
BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY 

New Delhi, Dec. 29: A four-year tussle between the University Grants Commission (UGC) and the Indira 

Gandhi National Open University (Ignou) over research degrees in distance mode appears to have intensified. 

The trigger is a UGC draft regulation brought out last week that allows research degrees through 

correspondence, but only with prior permission of the higher education regulator. Ignou, the premier university 

in distance education, has challenged the norm. 

Ignou vice-chancellor M. Aslam said the varsity had powers to devise any course in distance mode and would 

never seek permission from the UGC to offer research programmes such as MPhils and PhDs.  

He stressed that Ignou had been set up through an act of Parliament. “I have no reason to seek permission from 

the UGC to offer research degrees unless Parliament amends or repeals the Ignou Act,” Aslam said. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/photo/28094622.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/NASA
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Both have been at loggerheads on the issue since 2009 when the UGC set rules barring research courses through 

correspondence. The UGC argued that such courses were of poor quality. 

But Ignou, which has been offering PhD programmes for over 10 years, objected to the rules, sources said.  

This year, the Union HRD ministry amended rules and entrusted the responsibility of regulating distance 

education to the UGC, after which the regulator issued the draft rules last week. 

But Aslam suggested the Ignou courses would continue. “We will continue our courses in distance mode 

without seeking permission.” 

UGC chairperson Ved Prakash declined comment. But a senior UGC official said: “I do not know whether 

Ignou can defy the UGC, which is mandated to regulate higher education.” Nearly 8,000 students are enrolled in 

MPhil and PhD courses in distant mode in universities across the country.  
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